School Newsletter
Thursday 3rd March 2022

Ph: 9407 7100 Web: https://edgarscreekps.vic.edu.au
Email: edgars.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au
RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

COURAGE

CURIOSITY

Thank you to everyone who has
paid their child’s voluntary parent
contribution for 2022!
This pays for your child to have
access to learning materials and
apps such as Mathletics and
Sunshine Online.
Your child benefits from all parent
payments.
Currently we only have 51% of
families who have paid.
Please contact the school office to
make your voluntary payments.

IMPORTANT DATES
Friday 4th March
Year 5/6 Interschool Sports
Gala Day
Monday 14th March
Labour Day Public Holiday
NO SCHOOL FOR ALL STUDENTS

Monday 21st March
Harmony Day
Tuesday 5th April
Whole School Photo Day
Thursday 7th April
School Vaccination Hub
Friday 8th April
Term 1 ends
Students finish at 2:30pm

Good luck to our Interschool
Sports Teams for tomorrow!

Learning together for success.

We hope all ECPS families took advantage of the opportunity to meet with their child/ren's teacher(s).
The chance to discuss how each student has settled into their new Learning Community and their
learning program is a vital part of the home/school partnership.
We know that families are keen to support their child/ren's learning and look forward to working with
them to ensure students are ready at home daily, practising their mathematical skills and investigating
the world around them.
As always teachers can be contacted via email through
Compass or you can leave a message for them to call you at
the School Office.
We look forward to sharing our students learning regularly
with families via Class Dojo. (More about this soon!!!)

A child's education is a partnership between school and home. At Edgars Creek Primary School we
really value this partnership and use our Home Learning tasks as an opportunity to strengthen this
partnership.
On Monday 7th March, students will be able to access the home learning tasks for the week on Class
Dojo. These tasks will be shared with students EVERY MONDAY.
Teachers will show students where to access this on Class Dojo and a video will be shared with
parents via Compass on Monday.
Students can complete these tasks at a time that suits over the week, and can share their work with
teachers in their Learning Community via Class Dojo.
We look forward to our students sharing their learning between school and home!

Our ECPS School Council for 2022 needs the support of
our families. We are seeking parents/carers who can
attend a monthly meeting to assist in the development
and improvement of Edgars Creek Primary School.
Please watch Compass for information about this early
next week.

Learning together for success.

The 2021 ICAS Spelling Bee certificates have been received at the school and will be presented to
students on Friday at Assembly. We congratulate the 41 students who participated, showing the school
values of Respect, Curiosity, Courage and Responsibility.
We are proud of their achievements :
26 Participation certificates
6 Merit Certificates
6 Credit Certificates
3 Distinction Certificates
ICAS will be offered to families again in Term 3, watch the newsletter for more information.

Below are some tips to help you monitor your children’s usage on devices such as iPads, desktop
computers, phones and tablets.
Keep devices in a common area of the home. Do not allow it in your children’s bedroom.
Monitor their online usage. Check to see that the sites they are accessing are appropriate for
children.
Learn how various social networking apps and sites work. Become familiar with Snapchat,
Facebook, Instagram, Discord and Twitter. Ask your children what apps they use and if they will
show you their profile page.
Talk regularly and specifically with your children about online issues. Let them know they can
come to you for help or if anything is inappropriate or upsetting.
Set time limits and explain your reasons for them. Discuss rules for
online safety and Internet usage.
These tips can support your children’s device usage and help
prevent unwelcomed activities such as cyberbullying, identity theft
and inappropriate web browsing.

We are selling NO SUGAR Zooper Doopers at afternoon recess. These are
available from the Canteen and have been enjoyed by many students already this
week. They cost $1.
The profits from the sale of these will go to more reading materials for the
students including Take Home Books and Library Books.
Thank you to the staff who are giving up part of their break time to sell our Zooper
Doopers.

Learning together for success.

Young children at primary school age need a considerable amount of regular sleep. There is a wealth of
research available which supports that students between the ages of 5 and 12 need at least 10-11 hours
of high quality sleep on a regular basis.
The research also indicates the benefits of not using screens within an hour of going bed and ensuring all
devices are not where any communications can wake them. While sometimes difficult, within our busy
lives, it is our responsibility as parents and carers to promote healthy sleep patterns in our children,
similar to the importance of healthy eating.
Further information can be found at:
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/school_age_sleep_nutshell.html
http://www.sleepforkids.org/html/habits.html
Ordering books through Book Club is the easiest and most affordable way to
offer students the best in children’s books for the home and to encourage
independent reading for fun.
Book Club offers students a wide range of titles in each issue, from popular
and award-winning fiction series and charming new picture books, to
fascinating nonfiction titles and hands-on activities that stimulate creativity
and encourage problem-solving. Plus every order you place earns the school
FREE books and learning resources.
Book Club catalogues have recently been sent home with your child/ren.
Order online via the Scholastic website and LOOP ordering.

Today each student will have received
their year level's version of TERM ONE
ECPS Happenings.
This outlines the key skills that students
are learning in literacy and maths, as well
as their specialist lessons.

Learning together for success.

Classes at Edgars Creek Primary School are delivered with some use of iPads. Our school operates a Bring Your
Own Device (BYOD) program, which means participating students must bring their own purchased iPad with
them to school each day.
Edgars Creek Primary School has a portal with Edunet that offers discounted prices for the purchase of iPads
for Edgars Creek Primary School students. Information about this portal can be found on our school website via
the following link: https://edgarscreekps.vic.edu.au/parents/#byod
Students must have a signed Acceptable Use Agreement returned to school before they will be allowed to use
technology to assist with their learning.
Participating students are required to have their own iPad that must:
be at least a 6th generation to run the required apps
be clearly named
be brought to school in a strong protective case and fully charged. Charging will not be an option at school
have at least 10 GB of storage
travel to and from school, in a zipped up school bag. Students are strongly advised to not use the iPad
between home and school
not be taken outside without the direct permission of a staff member either during class time, recess or
lunch time
not be used within the school grounds before or after school
be put away during eating times. No food or drink should be consumed near iPads
must not be left unattended, on the ground, a chair or left outdoors at any time.
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Please note that our school does not have insurance to cover accidental damage to students’ iPads, and
parents/carers are encouraged to consider obtaining their own insurance for their child’s iPad.
Students who have a BYOD iPad that needs to be connected to the school network are invited to bring their
device to school on Fridays. Our computer technician works at our school on this day and will connect BYOD
devices as quickly as he can. Please be aware that he may not get time to connect your child’s iPad on the
Friday it is initially brought to school. If this occurs, your child is invited to bring the device the following Friday for
connection.
To support the connection process, please support us with the following:
• Ensure the iPad is clearly labelled with your child’s name and 2022 Home Group.
• If there is a passcode to access the iPad, this needs to be written down for our computer technician to
access the device.
• Ensure ‘Find My iPad’ is turned off before it is brought to school on
the day it will be connected.
Unfortunately, during the connection process, student iPads will need to
be restored to factory settings. This has the potential for saved files and
information on the iPad to be lost. To preserve the current apps and
information on your child’s iPad we suggest you back the data on the
iPad up.
Please see the Compass post made by Matthew Dunstone regarding
BYOD devices for further information, including step by step instructions
explaining how to turn ‘Find My iPad’ off and back up iPad data.

Hi Everyone! My name is Trish Hocking and I am the Learning Specialist for Years 2-6 and
the Year 5/6 PLC Leader.
This year will be my 9th year teaching and my first year in my new role as Learning
Specialist. Teaching is my absolute passion. It is the most rewarding job; helping children
succeed, grow and develop into enthusiastic, engaged learners.
I love that I get to encourage and inspire students and staff to be the best they can be. I
am very excited to be working with such amazing students and staff and continuing to
make our wonderful school community a great place to be every day!

Hi, my name is Ashleigh Wallace and I am very excited to introduce myself to the
Edgars Creek Primary School community! I have been working as a teacher for the past
five years in the West of Melbourne.
I started my career at a secondary school teaching year eight and ten mathematics
before moving on to a primary school where I have taught in upper primary for the past
four years. I am a passionate teacher who loves seeing all my students grow and
flourish into young adults who are kind and curious learners. I encourage all my students
to think outside the box and be courageous in their learning.
I am a passionate Western Bulldogs supporter who loves all sports, particularly
swimming and basketball. In my spare time, I enjoy visiting friends and family, going out
to restaurants and cooking.
I am very excited to be joining the Edgars Creek Primary School community and am
looking forward to meeting everyone very soon!

Hello! My name is Katalin Jaross and I am a 5/6 teacher for 2022.
I have worked in various educational settings over the last 13 years including
swimming teaching, childcare and kindergarten. I have really enjoyed getting to know
the 5/6 students this year and cannot wait to get to begin working with them in fluid
groups next week!
When I am not at school, I can be found painting, arranging flowers, walking my dogs
or at the beach.
I look forward to getting to know all the students over the course of the year!

Learning together for success.

Hey everyone, I’m Mark, I’m originally from a city in England called Nottingham,
the home of Robin Hood. I came to Australia 8 years ago on holiday and have
made it my home. My partner is Louise, we have a beautiful little girl called
Marley-Mae who is turning 4 in January and we have a baby on the way, due in
February. I’ve been a teacher for 10 years now and love my job! I like to aim high,
kick goals and have lots of fun along the way.
I love the outdoors, camping, fishing, sport, music, family time, cooking, art and
loads more. I’m really looking forward to meeting everyone and becoming a part
of ‘Edgars Creek Primary School’.

Hello ECPS Community!
My name is Fiona Rodricks & I am very excited to be apart of your school next year in
2022. I have been teaching Year 5 & 6 for the past 3 years and have had the privilege of
teaching many amazing and talented students.
A little about myself, I love to spend time with my family and friends, go exploring around
Victoria & cooking and baking all types of delicious food! I can’t wait to meet the students,
staff & community of ECPS. You are all always welcome to stop by my new classroom to
say hello anytime!

Hi, my name is Daniel Smeaton, and I am excited to begin my teaching career at Edgars
Creek Primary School. In my free time I enjoy playing and watching sport (especially the
mighty saints in the AFL), walking my dog Scooby, and going on camping adventures.
After high school I spent some time travelling whilst working at an American summer camp
which inspired me to pursue a teaching career. I have just completed my Bachelor of
Primary Education and am looking forward to becoming a part of the Edgars Creek
community.

Learning together for success.

WHITTLESEA
COMMUNITY
NEWS

Event details:
Join us in celebrating the work of talented artists who live, work or are
connected to the City of Whittlesea. This year's theme, Connections, will explore
our community links, after a year of separation.
Date: From Friday, 4 February 2022 to Friday, 4 March 2022
Time 10:00AM — 4:00PM
Location: Council Offices, 25 Ferres Blvd, South Morang
Contact: Arts, Culture & Events team
Phone: 9217 2170
Cost: FREE

This exhibition reminds us of our social ties, and our need to connect with each
other and nature to support our wellness.
There are over 90 works in the exhibition by 70 local artists.
Open weekdays from 10am - 4pm

