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Our school has been very fortunate in avoiding any positive COVID cases onsite at our school until this week. Many
local schools have been, and are still dealing with, this on a daily basis. We want to reassure our school community
that we are taking all precautions to minimize the spread of the illness for the safety of all children, staff and families.
PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD HAS A FACE MASK IF THEY ARE IN YEAR 3 TO YEAR 6. MASKS ARE OPTIONAL, BUT
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED, FOR STUDENTS FROM PREP TO YEAR 2.
Unfortunately, we have a limited supply of masks and are unable to provide students with masks on a daily basis.
We have ordered more masks, but request families supply their own child’s mask to support our school meeting
Department of Health expectations.

Earlier this week, the Education Minister announces rapid antigen testing will be another part of our processes in
managing the virus. Rapid antigen tests are not available to schools yet and we are unsure of how they will be
implemented. We welcome anything that will support us in preventing the spread of this virus and will follow the
Department’s directions once they are announced.

When our students are unwell, this may be a persistent cough, running
nose, or temperature we are required to contact families and send
students home from school. In the current COVID climate, this is vital in
minimising the spread of any illness. Unwell students are also most
comfortable at home under the care of their family.
Currently, Spring challenges some students and staff with hay fever.
Unfortunately, these symptoms are also consistent with COVID symptoms
and we are required by the COVID regulations, which we are bound to
follow, to send students home.
It is extremely important that students who are displaying COVID
symptoms do not attend school and are tested for COVID as soon as
possible to help limit the potential spread of COVID within our
community.
As always, we welcome a conversation with families regarding their
child’s medical needs and want to do as much as possible to ensure our
students are at school when well, and that we minimise the spread of any
illness across our school community.

IMPORTANT DATES
Tuesday 16th November
Prep Readiness Info Session
Thursday 18th November
BYOD iPad Program Info Session
Tuesday 7th December
Whole School Transition Day
Tuesday 14th December
Semester 2 Reports Published on
Compass
Friday 17th December
Last Day Term 4
School finishes at 1:30pm

Learning together for success.

Our Prep Transition Sessions commence next week and we are
extremely excited to virtually welcome our future Prep students to our
school on Webex. We have needed to move these transition sessions
online to ensure the safety of current and future members of our school
community.
Our school is holding a Prep Readiness Information Session for our 2022
Prep Families next week.

We are continuing to receive a large number of additional enrolments for our school in 2022. This growth means that
there will be a number of additional Home Groups added to our school next year and new staff joining our school
community. We will be introducing our newly appointed staff for 2022 through our newsletter during the coming
weeks.
This week we also received confirmation that 5 additional buildings will be constructed in our school grounds, with
these being completed for the start of the school year in 2022. These new buildings will be constructed on the
grassed area behind Learning Neighbourhood B (the yellow building).
The newly constructed buildings will contain 8 new learning areas (classrooms), with some of these being double
story, an additional student toilet block and additional staff toilets.
Construction of these additional facilities is due to commence as soon as possible and we look forward to observing
this process over the next few months.

Enrolment processes for 2022 are well underway.
If you are planning to leave ECPS, please contact our school office ASAP and inform them so that we can support
your child in transitioning to their new school and plan our class sizes appropriately. Families who leave ECPS can
only be re-enrolled with us if they live in our current zone at the time of re-enrolment.
ECPS will continue to only take students who are zoned to our area. Unfortunately, we do not have the facilities to
accommodate families who are outside our zone.
For further information on any of this, please speak to our Enrolment Officer, Sola Trott, on 9407 7100.

Learning together for success.

At Edgars Creek Primary School we continue to be committed to providing all students the
opportunity to benefit from digital technologies to support and enhance learning at school.
This includes through our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Program.

As all year levels will be back to onsite learning as of Wednesday 3rd November, we are encouraging students to
bring their iPads to school DAILY as there are only a limited number of iPads for students to use under certain
circumstances. This also supports restricting the number of shared iPads so that we can be more Covid Safe.
Just a reminder that students participating in the BYOD program are
required to have their own iPad that must:

be fully charged ✔
be clearly named ✔
be brought to school in a strong protective case ✔
travel to and from school, in a zipped up school bag ✔
be at least a 6th generation iPad to run the required apps ✔
have at least 10 GB of storage ✔

If your child’s iPad still needs to be connected to our schools Wi-Fi, please bring it to school on a FRIDAY (except for
Friday 5th November) when our computer technician is at school and ensure that the setting for ‘Find my iPad’ is
turned off before coming to school. This will guarantee that your child will be able to use their iPad at school and
access the internet. If you are unsure how to do this please see the image below or contact your child’s homegroup
teacher before coming to school on Fridays.

Please also be aware that iPads are restored to their
factory settings during this process. You are able to
restore any data and apps to the iPad after it has been
connected to the school’s network by logging into your
Apple ID, as long as iCloud Backup is turned on.
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Our school BYOD iPad Portal provides a resource for our families to purchase iPads at competitive pricing. This portal
is operated by Edunet and is accessible through our school website or via this link:
https://edgarscreekps.technologyportal.com.au/
A detailed Parent Information Booklet is available on our school website, explaining how the Edunet Parent Portal
operates. The access code to use the portal is ECPS2022. You can find the Parent Information Booklet via this link:
https://edgarscreekps.vic.edu.au/parents/#byod
Edunet have informed us that iPad stock is limited and ordering now may limit any wait times on stock that is
purchased through the portal. There has also been a change made to the laws relevant to the sale of insurance
through this portal. Families can identify they wish to purchase insurance for any products bought through the portal,
but the sale of this insurance needs to take place five days after the purchase of any devices. If you purchase a device
through the Edunet Parent Portal and identify you wish to also purchase insurance for this device, a representative
from Edunet will make contact with you 5 days after the initial sale regarding this.
Our school is holding a BYOD iPad Information Session at 7pm on Thursday 18th November 2021 on Webex. A
representative from Edunet will be attending this session to explain the Edunet Parent Portal and answer any questions
our families may have. You can register your attendance for this BYOD iPad Information Session via the link below.

Register Here

Learning together for success.

This week we will be sharing eSafety’s webinars for parents and careers. You will learn how to help your child to
develop the skills to be safer online. These live webinars are delivered by eSafety’s expert education and training team
and they are based on the latest research.

WEBINAR 1: eSafety's parent guide to digital technologies and mental health
WHEN: Thursday 18 November 12.30 to 1.30 pm
This Term 4 webinar will provide parents and carers with strategies to help young people
and their mental health when they are online.
It is designed for parents and carers of young people aged 10–18 (Grade 4-6).
It will cover:
what do to about accidental exposure to content about suicide, self-harm or eating
disorders
using games, apps and social media to support mental wellbeing
the pros and cons of digital mental health platforms
strategies for young people to support friends online.
To register for this webinar, click this link: REGISTER NOW!

WEBINAR 2: eSafety’s parent guide to online gaming
WHEN: Monday 15 November 12.30 to 1.30 pm OR Wednesday 24 November 7.30 to 8.30pm
This Term 4 webinar will provide parents and carers with an understanding of the benefits and
risks of online gaming.
It is designed for parents and carers of young people aged 8–13 (Grade 2-6).
It will cover:
eSafety’s State of play research
the games young people are using and how they are engaging with them
the benefits of gaming and how to mitigate risks
practical strategies to use at home and where to find help and support if things go wrong.
To register for this webinar, click this link: REGISTER NOW!

When walking through our Learning Street you may have noticed our planter boxes bursting with fresh vegetables.
Last term our students worked hard to plant a variety of fruits and vegetables. This term we are getting the
opportunity to enjoy all this amazing fresh produce.
See the pictures below of Michaela holding our amazing beetroot.

Congratulations to the JSC representatives for receiving their badges last Friday. We commend you on your patience
and your fantastic work this year.
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