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A very big thank you to our families and staff for our Meet the
Teacher interviews. This was a great opportunity to exchange
information and see how students have settled into Edgars Creek
Primary School. Thank you to our staff for staying late on Tuesday
night to allow working families to attend.
If you haven’t met with your child’s Home Group teacher, you can
contact them via Compass to arrange a time to meet. These
meetings can be via the phone if you cannot attend during school
hours.
We also want to congratulate our students who have either made
the transition to Edgars Creek Primary School from other schools or
started school this year. After the challenges of 2020 it is wonderful
to see how resilient our students have been, how easily
they make friends and how they are working hard to be the best
they can be as an Edgars Creek Primary School student. We also
need to recognise that within their first 6 weeks at ECPS they also
managed a 3-day school lockdown.

CURIOSITY

IMPORTANT DATES
Monday 8th March
Labour Day Public Holiday
Thursday 18th March
Interim School Council
Meeting
Friday 19th March
ECPS Harmony Day
Celebrations
Thursday 1st April
Last Day Term 1
Monday 19th April
First Day Term 2

Congratulations on being so resilient ECPS students!

Any lost or misplaced belongings found in the school are handed into the School Office. This includes school
hats, jumpers, etc. If these belongings are named, they are returned to the student. If they have no name, they
are kept at the School Office in Lost Property to be claimed.
As all the school uniform is the same, children can pick up the wrong jumper/jacket or hat accidentally. We ask
that when you are washing your children’s clothes you continue to check that they have the right item and that
their name hasn’t washed off. If you have someone else’s item please see your child’s Home Group teacher so
the correct items can be returned to their owner.
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL SCHOOL UNIFORM ITEMS ARE LABELLED WITH YOUR CHILD’S FULL NAME.

Learning together for success.

While we understand the need for families to quickly make their way home after school, we do ask that families
do not use the staff car park gate (at the front of the school). We have frequent delivery vehicles using this space,
as well as visitors to the school parking their cars. Any students entering or exiting the school this way are unsafe,
even with the presence of an adult. The concern is that they may use this area when an adult is not present and
this could potentially put them in danger

We are delighted to introduce to our school community our Specialist Teachers for 2021. In 2022, we will be
introducing a Language program. Our School Council will be working on this next term.

We have our Visual Arts and Performing Arts teacher, Nicole. Students will have Visual Arts for Terms 1 and 2
and Performing Arts for Terms 3 and 4.

NICOLE BAKER
Hello Everyone! My name is Nicole Baker and I am extremely excited to be one of the founding
staff members at Edgars Creek Primary School. I have been an Art teacher for just over 3 years
and love being able to share my passion for the creative arts with my students. I find the joy I get
from watching my students grown into creative and critical thinkers, as well as being brave with
their learning and trying new things, is unable to be matched in any other forum and is truly
rewarding.
Apart from teaching Art, outside of school I have been a Scottish Highland Dancing teacher for
roughly 20 years (too scared to count the exact time!) and enjoy creating my own art, spending
time with my husband and daughters and my much loved dog Sandy.

Introducing James our PE teacher. James also teaches in the 3/4 Learning Community on a Monday. All students
have PE once a week.

JAMES BUTLER
Greetings Edgars Creek Primary School,
My name is James and I am the new Physical Education teacher. I am really excited to be a part
of the Edgars Creek team. One of my great passions is sport, my favourites being soccer,
basketball and AFL. When I'm not teaching, I love to spend time with my family, which includes
my wife Natalie, my son William and my pug Gatsby.
One of the things I enjoy most about teaching is assisting students to lead healthy, happy and
active lifestyles. I also take great pride in providing students the opportunity to develop their
own passion for sport and connecting them with local sporting communities.
Let's make 2021 the first of many memorable years as we begin our journey at Edgars Creek
Primary School.

Learning together for success.

Our Science program is being led by Jemma. All students will attend a science lesson once a week.

JEMMA EBSARY
Hi everyone!
I am very excited to be joining Edgars Creek Primary School as a science and STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) teacher! This is a brand-new science program that I
look forward to developing in collaboration with the staff, students and parents of Edgars Creek
Primary. I hope to make learning fun and to inspire a new wave of science enthusiasts!
In my downtime I enjoy cooking, reading and catching up with family and friends. I also adore
animals and the great outdoors!
I look forward to building a school community that we can all feel very proud of.

Hello, I am Adrian Hanson from Roxburgh Park PS, you will see me around the school for the next
few weeks. Even at my age, you are never too old to learn, I am here to work with the school to
learn more about the Principal role. It has been fantastic to see so many smiles every morning in
the yard and seeing students learning in the classrooms makes me smile. Thanks for making me
feel so welcome at your school, I hope to see you soon.

WHAT ARE THE PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS?
As part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017, teachers will receive one day per term when they
are out of the classroom to focus on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOUR CHILD
Your child’s teacher will spend one day per term further developing their skills in areas that are aligned to the
school priorities of literacy and numeracy. Your child will directly benefit from these improvements in their daily
learning.
On these days, an alternate teacher (CRT) will be provided with the learning plan for the day and be well
equipped to assist your child with their learning needs. We are scheduling the professional practice days ahead
of time so there is minimal impact to students and, where possible, there is consistency in teaching.
The Teacher Professional Practice Days will begin at ECPS in the week starting 15th March.

Learning together for success.

Next week all Edgars Creek Primary School students will receive a class code and instructions explaining how to
log in to Epic!
Epic! is an online digital library that our students will be able to access when they use their class code through
the Epic! app on tablet devices or through an internet browser. When students log in using their class code they
will be able to choose their profile and access a range of different texts.
As a parent, you also have the option to supply an email address to give your child up to 2 hours of access to
Epic! out of school hours each week. There is no cost involved with this option. Instructions that explain how to
do this as a parent will be included with the notice you receive explaining your child’s class code.

Learning together for success.

As of next week, our Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students will have access to ‘take home books’. These books
will be brought home everyday to provide our students with the opportunity to practise reading at home. The
‘take home books’ students bring home will be at a good level for their current stage of reading development.
These books should be returned to school each day so our students can swap their book for a different one to
read at home.
Our students in all grades will also be using a web-based app to record their home reading. Student
usernames, passwords and some instructions explaining how to use this app to record home
reading will be sent home with students next week.

During our Meet the Teacher Appointment times this week, our specialist teachers and Education Support staff
have been hard at work setting up a school library for our students. This library will be an additional resource
our teachers and students will use, giving them access to a range of literature.
Our school library will include a picture book section, a fiction section and a non-fiction section. Here are some
photos to show you these resources so far.

Learning together for success.

